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Covent-Garden Aſſociation Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 


1 compliance with your reſolutions of the 
5th inſtant, I loſe no time in putting theſe 
Sermons into your hands. Should they have 
the good fortune in any degree to anſwer your 
purpoſe, by promoting the great object of our 
aſſociation, 


3 


1 


aſſociation, their intention may, perhaps, 
| atone with others, as they have done with 
you, for their many imperfections. 


_ I am, Gentlemen, 


| with unfeigned eſteem, 
and regard, 
your faithful friend, 


and ſervant, 


RICHARD BULLOCK. 


ROMANS, KX. 4. 


CHRIST is THE END OF THE LAW, FOR RIGHTEOUS= 
| NESS TO EVERY ONE. THAT BELIEVETH. 


HAT Chriſt has literally put an end to ſuch in- 

ferior parts of the Jewiſh law, as were originally 
intended only, like a © ſchoolmaſter, to bring the Jews unto 
him; and that men may now hope to be accounted righ- 
teous, or to be juſtified and accepted of God through 
Chriſt, without the tedious obſervance of Jewiſh ceremo- 
nies, no believer can doubt. But Chriſt did in fact put 


© an end alſo to the higher parts of the Jewiſh law, though 
in a very different way—not by abolition ; but by con- 
ſummation : and in this view the text is capable of a 


much larger application—it applies, in the firſt inſtance, 


to the law of reaſon, or to the great law of nature, ſo far as 


relates to man; it applies alſo (as I conceive) under pro- 
(B) We 


12 


per limitations, to all ſuch ſubordinate ſyſtems of law, as 
are derived from that univerſal ſource; and it ſhall be 
the endeavour of the followin g diſcourſe to remind all 
believers in Chrift, © that civil obedience, or obedience 
« to the law and government under which they live, is 
« a prime duty of their religion —a duty, for the due diſ- 
charge of which they are accountable, not only to civil. 
powers, but to God. Nor will it be unſeaſonable to en- 
large a little on ſuch a topic, and to ſhew the extenſive 


and beneficial influence of Chriſt's religion upon the 
intereſts of ſociety, at a time when ſo much pains have 


been taken to propagate doctrines of a dangerous tendency, 
if not to ſow ſeeds of ſedition, in various parts of thele 
Kingdoms at uch à crifis, it may poſſibly be of ſome uſe 
to give a plain ſtatement of Chriſtian obligations in this. 1 
particular ; and though nothing new ſhould be offered S 
to Four conſideration, it will at leaſt thei the reaſon- 1 
ablenels; the rectitude, and the neceſſity of tlie part we 
Have lately taken, in publiſhing to the world at large our 
unfeigned attachment to the happy conſtitution of this 
country, and our determined reſohition to ſupport i it to, 
aw utmoſt of our power. | 


THERE will be empirics in policy, as b but 
1. We 


639 
we appeal to the common ſenſe and common honeſty of 


mankind; a very ſmall ſhare indeed of which valuable 
qualities will be ſufficient to diſcover the folly, no leſs 


than the wickedneſs, of all attempts to diſturb the lawful 
powers of any country, or to lower them in the public 


opinion. 


Tux origin of law, abſtractedly conſidered, is to be 


found in the conſtitution of things and in the boſom of 


God; it's object is order; it's voice harmony: and ſurely, 
when we hear ſo much of the rights of men, we ought 
not to forget the terms on which men were made, nor 
the rights of him who made them. But the ſmalleſt 
degree of impartiality muſt allow; that one of the chief 
deſigns of Chriſt's religion was to regulate the conduct 
of life, and to lead men to heaven through the various 
paths of civil communion. Moral goodneſs (of which 
obedience to the law of ſociety forms an integral part). is 
inculcated in the goſpel, as indiſpenſably requiſite for 
ſeeing God; nay, all ſuch virtues are there repre- 
ſented as the conſtant and unfading fruits of genuine 
faith. N 


Tux peculiarities of the Moſaic diſpenſation originally 
(B a2) 


deſigned 


i! 


| 
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1 
deſigned (as before obſerved) to terminate in Chriſt, were 
indeed effectually done away, or literally put an end to, 
by him; but every part of that diſpenſation, derived im- 


mediately from the law of reaſon or of nature, was im- 


proved by Chriſt to a degree of perfection, perhaps the 
higheſt poſſible in the preſent ſtate of things. His king- 
dom not being of this world, he did not think it proper to 
preſcribe forms of government, or to furniſh men with 


codes of law ſyſtematically arranged; but having furniſh- 


ed the materials, he left the conſtruction of ſuch works to 
their own diſcretion—hence the great inequalities in 
civil ſyſtems. But obedience to law in general may, 
without any force of expreſſion, be called a natural, no 
leſs than a civil duty ; fince the nature of man evidently 
leads him to ſociety; and the nature of ſociety as evidently: 
requires law : nor can any inſtance (I believe) be pro- 
duced of hordes or companies of men, however . 
vage, or barbarous, who have ever aſſociated, alto- 


gether without law the caſe ſeems to be impoſſible, 


and the bare ſuppoſition of it to imply little leſs 


than a contradiction in terms. Under the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation, however, obedience to national law is become a 
poſitive and an enjoined duty of revealed religion; it is 
one of the declared rights of God; and upon this footing 

| | WC: 


1 


we contend ; that Chriſt is the end of the law in every 
civiliſed country, for righteouſneſs to thoſe who believe 
for to them alone does the argument apply. 


| We are told, that on the cloſe of the ſixth day «© God 
ſaw every thing that he had made, and behold it was 
very good.” The law of nature. was at the creation 
perfect in all its parts; and it was the law of God. Of 
this, however, through the greateſt part of the globe for. 
many ages, men knew no more than their own reaſon- 
could diſcover ; and that law which bindeth reaſonable 
creatures in this world, and by which they, by reaſon 
alone, perceive themſelves to be bound, is what we call 
the law of reaſon: it is indeed, ſo far as it can go, the 
fame with the univerſal law of nature ; but it cannot 
reach beyond the ſphere of man : ſtill it has been able 
to do him great ſervice, by directing his way towards 
happineſs, through the medium of virtue. But man, 
entering into ſociety, wanted ſomething more; he wanted 
ſome expedients for the preſervation of ſuch ſociety. 
Hence human law ; which (though it muſt occaſionally 
ariſe from temporary views) ought in no. inſtance to claſh. 
with the law of reaſon, or of God ; and to anſwer its. 
purpoles effectually, its ultimate reſort muſt be to thoſe 
ſacred 


— — 


— 
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ſacred oracles, both for principle, and for penalty, —its 
own being much too weak. Now the law of reaſon 
itſelf, before the birth of Chriſt, was become very defec- 
tive in each of theſe important articles. Hiſtory informs 
ns, that ſin, having gained admittance into the world, 
loſt no time in extending its dominion over the under- 
ſtanding as well as the hearts of man. In many inſtances, 
common ſenſe ſeems to have given way before it; 
and upon religious ſubjects eſpecially, ignorance ſeems 
to have been even courted, as the moſt ſecure ſhelter 
from conſcience and from ſhame. We are told, that men 
lived, as if there were no God in the world :” and if fo; 
the proper principle of the law of reaſon being loſt, no 
wonder if folly and falſhood uſurped the places of 
morality and truth. Nor was this all the law of rea ſon 
was become ftrangely defective alſo in its penalty. Many 
| heathens, nay many Jews, denied that there would be 
any future ftate of rewards and puniſhments ; while 
others filled their reports of ſuch a ſtate, with tales too 
ridiculous to have any good effects on the conduct of- 
mankind: even Moſes himſelf had either left this im- 
portant point altogether unnoticed, or purpoſely enve- 
loped under veils and obſcurities. 


WHEN, 


„ 

Wurx, by theſe means, the meaſures of ignorance and 
of guilt were become full, our bleſſed Lord appeared, as 

the end or conſummation of the law, for righteouſneſs to 
every one who believes; or that every believer in him, 
being obedient to the laws of reaſon and of God, and (ſo 
far as is allowed by them) to the law of the land in 
which he lives, might be accepted of God. 


THE idea of law implies underſtanding, will, and 
ability in the perſons to whom it is given; the utmoſt 
efficacy, therefore, of which a law for rational agents is 
capable, muſt" be the right information of the under 
ſtanding, a fair influence upon the will, and, if poſſible, 
ſome aſſiſtance in the courſe of obedience ; all which 
advantages are offered to every juſt fyſtem of law by the 
goſpel of Chriſt. There, the whole duty of man is eftab- 
liſhed with ſuch preciſion, that every one who believes, 
may eaſily become © furniſhed unto all good works, men's 


conſciences bearing witneſs, and their thoughts accuſing, 


*« or elſe excuſing, one another.” There, ©* the veil is taken 
away, fo that we may all with open face behold the fair 
features of truth, and be changed into the ſame image.” 
There, the fear of the Lord is expreſsly declared to be the 
beginning of wiſdom. Fear God, and keep his com- 

« mandments, , 


(4 


« mandments, for this is the whole duty of man,” was the 
advice of an antient Sage ; but in the Goſpel all civil duties 
are very particularly reduced to this fimple principle— 
the true fear of God. Rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have 
praiſe of the ſame; for he is the miniſter of God to 
thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid ; for he beareth not the ſword in vain ; for he is 
the miniſter of God; a. revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doth evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake.” Such 
are the rules preſcribed in the goſpel, for the mutual 
_ Intercourſe of individuals, and for the general ſecurity of 
public ſocieties. - ,* To love our neighbour as our- 
ſelves,” is the chriſtian principle of ſocial intercourſe ; 
to be ſubject not only for wrath, but for conſcience 
fake,” is the chriſtian principle of civil obedience. You 
will obſerve too, that true chriſtian manners will con- 
tribute no leſs forcibly to the ſame great ends. The 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-makers, 
theſe are the ſpirits to obey the law, religious or civil, 


under which they live; zhe/e are the ſpirits to feel the 


full influence of their Saviour's bright example, and, like 
| : him 7 


(9) 
him, to be perfe& in civil obedience, as in every other 


yirtue. 


Bur, leſt the ſtrongeſt principle of duty ſhould prove 
too weak; the pureſt precepts be neglected ; the brighteſt 
example fail of its due effect; our Lord, in compaſſion 
to our infirmities, made a ſtill more powerful proviſion 
for the ſecurity and efficacy of law, by adding the greateſt 
poſſible weight to its chief penalty—He brought life and 
immortality, reſurrection and judgment, to light—He 
aſſured men, that death will not deſtroy their exiſtence, 
but only change its circumſtances of place and time ; that 
their mortal muſt put on immortality, their corruptible 
incorruption — and then the judgment —© in the day 
when God ſhalljudge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt” — 


when not only open deeds, and ſuch matters as might have | 


fallen under human cognizance, will be ſtrictly examined; 
but the thoughts and counſels of their hearts will be made 
manifeſt, and an irreverſible ſentence paſſed upon them. — 
Theſe are no longer ſpeculations confined to the cloſet, 
or for the curious, the learned, and the wiſe ; every true: 
Chriſtian is fatisfied of their truth. Do we not all alike 
believe that Chriſt was raiſed from the grave, death 
having no dominion over him, death having adorned his 

(C) triumph? 
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triumph? Do we not all alike believe, that he who ied 


up Jeſus from the dead, will in like manner raiſe up us 


alſo by his power; and that when the Son of Man ſhall 


fit upon the throne of his glory, all nations are to be 


gathered together before him ; and then his holy angels 


will caſt the workers of iniquity into outer darkneſs, 
where ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, while the 
righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 


their father? 


Tuus decidedly has Chriſt given power to law, whe- 
ther civil or religious; thus effectually is he become 
its end and conſummation, and THAT for righteouſneſs 


to thoſe who believe in him, for to ſuch alone (as was 


promiſed) is this argument addreſſed ; that being good 


men, good citizens, and good Chriſtians, they may, 
through him, be accounted righteous, or be juſtified 


and accepted of God, 


W need not look far for proofs of the great calamities 
to be dreaded from the neglect, or abuſe of theſe his gra- 
cious offers ; they lie too near at hand ; one of the moſt 


melancholy, perhaps, ever exhibited, is to be found in the 


conyulſions of a neighbouring people, Abhorred be the 


3 authors 
N 


iO neg, a 8 a" 4 
a Re Fa (Y + 1 2 * 0 
2 3 . «thy N 0 4 4 ” 
: . n & 
- „ 5 Y 
* 
auld. = . * dM 2 © % WW n VS. aw» * 


S — 
2 GATOS AW 


5 * 
8 


n 


authors and perpetrators of thoſe atrocious deeds, at the 
bare recital of which humanity now ſhudders, and the 
faith of future ages will recoil! But multitudes, no 
doubt, amongſt that people have been impoſed upon by 
fallacious reaſonings, and led, ſtep by ſtep, to outrage the- 
facred rights of God, under a falſe idea of doing juſtice 
to the rights of men. It is charitable to make ſuch a 
ſuppoſition in their favour ; but it will be prudent like- 
wiſe to take a warning from their example; how we 
4 meddle with thoſe, who are given to change; and. 
how we liſten to any advice or inſinuations inimical to 
public peace. Hold faft the faith without wavering, 
is an excellent precept, alike applicable to religion and 
to law. 'The wiſe man has long ago remarked, © that- 
the beginning of public ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water; nothing more uncertain, than when it will ſtop,, 
or what miſchief it may do. On ſuch occaſions, the ſafeſt 
way ſurely is to recur to firſt principles; and then (ac- 
cording to the apoſtle) © to hold faſt that which is: 
good.” What thoſe firſt principles are has been already 
mentioned. But to give the argument its proper weight, 
take it in the words of another inſpired teacher: Sub- 
mit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's: 
« ſake; whether it be to the king as ſupreme, or unto- 

(C 2). governors, 


0 

« governors, as unto them who are ſent by him for the 
« puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of thoſe who 
* do well: as free, and not uſing your liberty for a cloak of 
_ © maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God. Love the 
« brotherhood : fear God: honour the king.” In which 
ſtriking paſſage, ſo directly in point, the word King is ap- 
plicable indiſcriminately to the perſon or perſons, in 
whom the ſupreme authority of any nation is inveſted ;— 
for it was addreſſed to ſtrangers of different countries, in 
many of which there was no king at that time. 


WHAT has been now offered to your conſideration will 
be accepted, I truſt, according to its real intention, as 
a plain expoſition of the true principle of obedience to the 
law under which we live, and to the religion which we 
profeſs. No alluſion has been made to any differences of 
opinion, perhaps very honourably maintained, upon particu- 
lar queſtions. My endeavour has been to ſteer clear of 
all juſt offence ; but openly to juſtify and to recommend 
a ſteady allegiance to our moſt excellent conſtitution; and 
to ſhew, that the beſt ſecurity for the rights of men, pro- 
perly underſtood, is a devout reſpect and unremitting at- 
tention to the rights of God, concerning which there can 
be no diſpute. Nor let it be apprehended, that this doc- 
trine 


a 
trine may be carried too far, and attended with bad conſe- 
quences. No; the world will never again hear of the 
juſtly exploded whims of paſſive obedience and non-re- 
ſiſtance. Should extreme caſes ever ariſe, which God 
avert | ſhould the law of the land ever directly claſh with 
the law of God; it will then be ſeen which muſt give way. 
Meanwhile, let us adhere to the ſtrait line of duty, 
and by no means perplex our minds about events not likely 
to happen, or rather which lie at preſent, we hope, far 
beyond the regions of probability. 


PSALM, 
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PSALM, CXXIL 3,45. 


' JERVSALEM IS BUILDED AS A CITY THAT IS COM- 


PACT TOGETHER: 
WHITHER THE TRIBES GO UP, THE TRIBES OF THE 


LORD, UNTO THE TESTIMONY OF ISRAEL, TO GIVE 

THANKS UNTO THE NAME OF THE LORD: 
FOR THERE ARE SET THRONES OF JUDGMENT : THE 

THRONES OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID. 

T being the intention of this Plalm to fix the Jews in 

the true intereſts of their country, and to ani- 

mate them with the ſpirit of patriotiſm, the author, 
with great judgment, fir ft repreſents the excellence of 
that country, or of the conſtitution under which they 
lived. © Jeruſalem (faith he) is builded as a city that is 
compact together; or (as it is elſewhere tranſlated) that is 
at unity within itſelf: and that, becauſe thither the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, 


to-give thanks unto the name of the Lord : and becauſe 
there 


( 16 ) 
there are ſet thrones of judgment : the thrones of the houſe 
of David: and Zhen, though himſelf a king and a hero. 
no attempt to raiſe paſſions for martial glory, extenſive 
dominion, or immenſe wealth — he directs their views 
towards the peace of Jeruſalem, not only without, but 
within her walls. Peace be within thy walls, and 
profperity- within thy palaces ; for my brethren and com- 
panions fake I will fay, peace be within thee.” He well 
knew; that the moſt effectual means of attaching men. 
indiſſelubly to the cauſe of a country, and of fecuring) 
their fidelity and loyalty to it, beyond all. poſſibility of 
wavering, is to convince them; that ſuch country is: 
worthy of their higheſt- eſteem. and warmeſt affections. 
Men may conſort - together, inhabit the ſame ſpot,, 
breathe the fame air, adopt the fame cuſtoms, enter 
into various connections, and yet be ſaid to have no coun- 
try, in a political fenſe ; to the very exiſtence of which 
a partnerfhip in national intereſts is indiſpenſably neceſſary: 
but with the Jews of old, there was the. moſt com- 
plete partnerſhip in national intereſts ; and the Pfalmiſt 
might with the utmoſt propriety demand for ſuch a coun- 
try, © a firſt place in the joy,” or in the love and venera- 
tion of all its inhabitants. The propriety of this demand. 
appears upon the face of the fact—if . Jeruſalem was. 
builded' 
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builded as a city that is compact together, or that is at 
unity with itſelf ;”—and the proofs of that fact lie in thoſe; 
well-known advantages: « that” thither the tribes went 
up, the tribes of Iſrael, unto the teſtimony of the Lordz 
to give thanks unto the name of the Lord: and “ that 
there were ſet the thrones of TURIN the thrones * * 
houſe of David.” E 5 


| ReLiG1on and law are the eſſentials of a good civil 
conſtitution. Without the aids of law, and proper ma- 
giſtrates, armed with the ſword of juſtice, to put law in 
force, the beſt religion would be but a weak &curity ; it 
would reſtrairi none, but ſuch as need little or no reſtraint. 
The ends of ſociety have never yet been obtained by re- 
ligion alone. Without law, anarchy and confuſion muſt 
enſue; or, which is worſe, the overſwoln inſolence of the 
mighty muſt bear down all before it; and men muſt, in 
a manner, ceaſe to be men, by ſurrendering at diſcretion, 
and kifling the rod of ſome proud deſpot. But then, 
on the other hand, without the aids of religion, the beſt 
human inſtitutions would be no leſs deſtitute of ſufficient 
ſtrength: for, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, what could hinder 
the refractory from throwing off all allegiance whenever 
they might think themſelves in a condition to cope with 
(D) government? 
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n Reaſon, it is true, and i juſb attention to 
their own intereſts, ovght to hinder them; but ſome 


more powerful check has always been deemed neceſſury 


to preſerve, in all ranks, that reyerence and ſubmiſſion, 
which is due to law: and his is the office of religion 


alone, —eſpecially of revealed religion, which has inde- 
libly ſtamped its ſacred marks on ſovereign authority —a 
ſervice. of ſuch conſequence to fociety ; that were it on 
this ſingle account, revealed religion ought to be adopt- 
ed: and cheriſhed, had its corruptions and abuſes been 
greater, pion have « ever eee | 


. Uron theſe vio we have every right to ROY 
that public ſpirit, or a zealous: attachment to its conſti- * 
tation, will be moſt conſpicuous in THAT country, where 
the proper reverence: is moſt; uniformly paid to religion 


and to law: but we go further; and we argue from prac- 


tice, no leſs than theory: that the moment theſe. pledges. 


: of national profperity. ate neglected, or fall into diſre- 


pate; not only public ſpirit begins to fail, but the whole 
maxims of ſound policy from the firſt civilization, pro- 

bably, of mankind; and ee has ad; confirmed 
their truth. | 


No 
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No people under heaven ever afforded more frequent, 
nor more decided proofs of that truth, than thoſe to 
whom the text was immediately addreſſed. Hleſſed 
ſhalt thou be in the city, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in 
«-the field (ſaid Moſes) if thou ſfalt hearken unto the 
« voice of the Lord thy God: but curſed fhalt thou 
ebe in thy city, and in thy field, and all theſe curſes 
* ſhall come upon thee; if thou wilt not hearken unto 
&, the voice of the Lord thy God, to do all his com- 
* mandments, and his ſtatutes, which I command you 
5* this day.” Now the Lord's commandments were the 
religion, and his ſtatutes the law, of their country ; and 
the event of their diſobedience to both need not be told. 
But why recur to remote antiquity ? Look into the 
annals of our own country, in the laſt century only. 
In thoſe unhappy times, law was perverted to the baſe 
ends of tyranny and oppreſſion; and religion either 
alike miſapplied, or driven downright mad —no ſenſe of 
true piety—no real reſpect for law—and the fatal conſe- 
quences are too well known. Where the conſtitution, 
in the language of the text, is compact together; reli- 
gion and law will confpire, and tend alike to promote * 
the apa of a n | 


_— ke a inde from the preſent hour, The calamities 
(D2) which 
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which, have a late ſo miſerably afflicted our neighbdurs 
on the continent have principally flowed from the fame 
carr apt--ſources-.;. Ambitious. and defigning men will 
always ſeize their opportunities; and in this melancholy 
inſtance they have, probably purſued them much further, 
than their own ſanguine -wiſhes could at firſt reach; but 


thoſe opportunities would never have offered, had law been 


ſupported upon its. proper footing—had religion not been 
de prived of her - juſt prerogatives. If liberty and property 
were in ge neral too much expoſed, or, perhaps, oppreſſed, 
under the lax adminiſtration-of the op W a 
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ing band to fach lent cla by NG the moſt fa- 


| cred obligations of law. And though there are, doubtleſs, 


many, very many, in that extenfive populous eountry, 
who have not bowed the knee to the modern Baal, 


have not ſacrificed their faith and their reaſpn at the 
chrine of falſe philoſo phy, yet ſuch for years has been its 


influence there; that infidelity has boldly marched un- 


maſked, when religion has hid her head, or preſented 


but a a mere pageant—from ſuch a total defect of n 


. 


tion of . 8 wad of md. 1 changh we Jt 


grieve,—who can do otherwiſe than grieve?—yet we have 


little reaſon to be ſurprized, either at the ſuddenneſs, or the 
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 favageneſs of the deſtruction that has enſued. ' Tt is in 
the courſe of things, as before obſerved, for ſtates to 
ſhake from their foundations, when religion and law be- 
gin to fall into diſrepute ; and in proportion to ſuch diſ- 


repute or neglect, will the convulſions of ſtates be, in 
time, more or leſs terrible; the tempers and manners of 


the people more or leſs ſavage. 


THe ' foregoing obſervations muſt have led your 
thoughts to our own happy country; and if they have 
been in no wiſe neceſſary to convince you of its manifold 
advantages; or to inſpire you with a proper zeal in its 
ſervice, they will at leaſt have ſhewn ; how our excellent 
: conſtitution may be beſt preſerved; and wit are *** 
Re? to . it is moſt expoſed. d on HERR 


I N all large ſocieties, there will be ſome members 1 
and wicked enough to hazard every thing for the relief 
of their own preſſing neceſſities, or to promote the vile 
purpoſes of ambition; but it is not to be imagined that 
any perſon of honour—I had almoſt ſaid any perſon of 
ſound underſtanding—can wiſh to deſtroy a ſyſtem, ſo long 
the pride of - Britons, and the admiration of ſurrounding 
Nations. | Defects there will be in the nobleſt efforts of 
5 | human 
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human wit, wiſdom, and judgment; r 
too may have befallen this venerable ſtructure during a 
long courſe of years to the correction of all ſuch evils, 
vrhen indiſputably notorious, and ſeriouſly malignant (as 
to the general preſervation of the whole) it is the wiſdom 
and the duty of the good and virtuous, in their reſpective 
ſtations, to contribute; but both their notoriety and their 
malignancy will be alike indiſputable, before any prudent 
man preſumes to meddle with them. To be over-nice in 


punctilio, or to differ about rifles, is not very creditable in 


the common intercourſe of private life; but in a caſe of 
ſuch high, ſuch general importance, it would be more 
than abſurd—it would be groſsly criminal. Thanks to 
the wiſdom of our anceſtors, the Britiſh conſtitution 
needs no extraneous ſupport or aſſiſtance in ſuch exi 
gencies; it contains within itſelf remedies for diſeaſe, 
together with the ſeeds of health and proſperity. To 
hat purpoſe then diſturb the public mind with ſpecu- 
lations? We can all judge of facts. Every man muſt 
know, that with us equal protection is given to all, 
without reſpect of perſons; and that all enjoy as much 
liberty, as can conſiſt with public ſafety: every man 
amongſt us muſt ſee (what all Europe ſees,) that 
the commerce, the riches, the power, the reputation of 
b this 
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this country, are now at a much higher pitch of eminence; 
than they have ever reached at any former period. | 


Bur to conſider more diſtintly the main pillars of 
that conſtitution, which Providence has been pleaſed to 
commit to our care, and to ſuffer us to enjoy. | 


You muſt have been before hand with me in applying 
the eulogium of the text. The religion profeſſed in this 
country is, I truſt; that wiſdom which is from above, 
through Jeſus' Chriſt, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
out partiality, without hypocriſy: ſuch, I ſay, is the re- 
ligion, which we hope and truſt is believed and profeſſed 
in all parts of theſe kingdoms. It would be ſtrange in- 
deed, if we did not entertain the higheſt veneration for that 
church to which we belong, or did not give it a de- 
cided preference; yet the argument ſhall not be enforced 
by any inferences. from eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments; it 
ſhall ſtand upon its own: intrinſic evidence; and you: Will 
eaſily ſee the great extent of its juſt application. 


Now, this wiſdom from above, through Jeſas Chriſt, 
under whatever | form or mode profeſſed, includes every 


article of moral wiſdom; and of courſe allegiance to ma- 
giſtrates, 
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pilrates and obedience to law. This wiſdom is not only 
« full of mercy and of good fruits ; but (as the Apoſtle 
1 himſelf adds) the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace 
of them that ſeek peace. There is not a ſingle virtue 
requiſite to the ſocial or civil character, nor any vice in- 
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| jurious to either, but you will find it either expreſsly or 
| virtually preſcribed, or prohibited in the goſpel. Nor 9 
| let it be again pretended; that the ſpirit of chriſtianity, by { 
160 ſoftening the mind of man, is unfavourable to public 1 
| ſpirit. : In anſwer to ſuch pretences, we appeal to our ] ; 
| Lord's own conduct, which, under all circumſtances, is | 
| the beſt comment upon his doctrines. Againſt his own ; 
9 | perſonal enemies he opened not his mouth: but againſt 5 
| the enemies of Jeruſalem, he was warm, he was exaſpe- 1 
| rated: and moſt pathetically did he lament over that de- ; 
I! voted city, which he ſo ardently wiſhed to fave, li 


Bor religion, it has been ſaid on the contrary, often 
occaſions civil commotions, and has ſometimes over- 
| i | thrown ſtates. - It is the old craft of infidelity to con- 
| found names, and to charge chriſtianity with the errors 
| pl its counterfeits, or with the ſins of its profeſſors. The 
| 


religion we profeſs is of a very different complexion; 
106 far from cauſing or giving countenance to ſuch diſaſters, 
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we maintain it to be the ſureſt defence againſt them. == 
And here let me with pleaſ ſure acknowledge the general 
concurrence of our difſenting brethren, who have ſhown - 
themſelves alike honeſtly warm with thoſe of our own 
communion in the general cauſe of religion, and of their 
country ;—ſhould there be any amongſt them ;—ſhould 
there be any amongſt curſelves; who act otherwiſe, or who 
think differently upon this moſt important article, —of 
ſuch let us all alike beware. It was but a ſmall cloud, 
like a man's hand, that roſe at firſt from the ſea ; but the 
prophetic eye foreſaw; that the heaven would ſoon be 

lack with clouds; that there would be a great wind, and 
an abundance of rain: and depend upon it z "thou any 
enemy have art enough to undermine this pillar of our 
conſtitution, religion, there will be others blind and ſtrong 
enough to pull down the whole fabrie,- thou gh they 
themſelves periſh under i its ruins, 
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| Bur ſurther, © there were alſo ip Jeruſalem. thrones 
of judgment ſet ; the thrgnes. of the houſe of David:“ 
and HERE too we claim ſtrict affinity. The ſyſtem 
of law eſtabliſhed in this country, taken collectively, 
and examined impartially, has merited the unanimous. 


approbation and applauſe of the wiſe and good in every 
(E) ä 
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age: with e ally th thronte of judgment as de hu 
of our king · 


Tus form of the Jewiſh government was at firſt, and 

for ſome? centuries, an abſolute monarchy, in the geſt 
extent of that expreſſion; for the Lord was both their 
law-giver and their king: and, afterwards, when an 
earthly king was given to them, it was his duty to 
maintain the eſtabliſhed law ; and; under its direction, 
* to rule the people prudently (as David himſelf did) 
with all his power.” bat that power was preciſely, or 
how Jar it might reach, is of little importance to us; 
ſuffice it to know ; that when well employed, it was pro- 
ductive of the moſt ſalutary effects; and that in return 
the higheſt reſpeQ.was expected to be paid to it. Pro- 
tection and obedience are reciprocal duties; and that men 
ſhould give all honour to the king, or to.the chief ma- 
giſtrate in any country, and proportionate honour to thoſe 
in authority under him (for the purpoſes of government, 
and of giving its due force to law) is not only a poſitive in- 
junction of the Chriſtian religion; but in fact a dictate of 
common 'ſeriſe, a prime article in that univerſal law of ne- 
eln. to which nn 1 fubmit. The novel idea of 
4 } | 9 reducing 
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reducing all men to a Aria equality i in ſociety is a ſubverſion | 
of natural order. Should God be pleaſed to create a new 
race of rational beings, all of the ſame talents, capacities 
_ anddifpoſitions; and all alike able to provide completely for 
themltlves ; and to ſatisfy their own wants (if they had 
any) independent of each others aſſiſtance: I fay, ſhould 
God in his wiſdom be pleaſed to place ſuch a race of 
beings, not upon this earth, but any where within the 
regions of ſpace; amongſt them there might perhaps be a 


perfect equality; but then they would not be what we 
2 would not be men; and while we continue 


n, endowed with different powers of body and mind, 
Erne wants and imperſections, 
equalization is a thing impracticable; and whenever the 
attempt is made, fatal for a While will be tlie conſe⸗ 
quences; but the event will always be the fame—agitation 
cannot alter the ſpecific gravity of fluids ; when tlie agita- 
tion has nn each of n will ſoon find 5 its ow 
level! | Bath, 

11 

Ir is by no means my intention 40, enter: Into ag 
| cuſſion of the different forms of gavernment; I may preſume 
every one here preſent perfectly ſatisfied with the ſuperior 
excellence of our own ; and in this confidence let me ex- 
hort you all to look up wiith Zratitudeito THAT throne, which 
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is | the pledge of ſecurity both to our religion and to our 
law. It will at all times be the intereſt of the king, who, 
ſits upon that throne, to preſerve them Bor H: and with 
reverence, as with truth, be it ſpoken, his preſent Majeſty 
adorns his high ſtation by a conſcientious diſcharge of all 
its momentous duties. Happy the people who are in ſuch 
a caſe | happy they, whom a juſt attention to their o. 
intereſts, the honour due to their king, the fear due to, 
God, lead ſo manifeſtly to one point; and THAT—the.. 
one of their country. 


Aar us then ſhew a proper 925 of theſe & bleflings by. 
a proper-uſe of them, and by a conſtant attention to their 
preſervation ;—above all, let us pray, with the author of the 
text © for the peace of Jeruſalem ; for peace within her, 
walls, and proſperity within her palaces :''-—but when we 
ſo pray; be it always remembered, how much we may 
eurſelves contribute towards thoſe invaluable ends 
by a ſteady obedience to religion and to law ; and how 
ſtrictly we are bound % to contribute towards them, for 
our own fakes, for our brethren and companions lakes, 
and becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God.” | 


You 


